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Jobs that make a
difference often aren't

the most fascinating
» Free time, page 2 -

anny Hood used to stick
security tags on clothes in
the delivery department
of Next, while studying
- media and cultural studies at
' Southampton Solent University.
Now he works as a television
researcher for BBC2’s music quiz
show Never Mind The Buzzcocks.
~ Hood’s jobinvolves finding

former pop stars to appear on the
show and scouring various
publications for facts on them. “I
love music and sometimes I think
it’s quite ridiculous that I get paid
to read about it,” says Hood.

After graduating, he worked in

- sales, but hated it. Then he tried to
. getinto TV, but it was only after

break into television, that he came
up trumps.

StartinTV.com found Hood work
experience on a late-night music
programme for Channel 4. He had
been working there for two weeks
when a director of the show’s
production company told him
about an opening as a runner with
At It Productions, creator of Channel
4’s T4. Hood got the job.

Initially he used to spend the
mornings sorting out the post and
shopping for the staff fruit bowl at
Tesco. The afternoons were spent
helping out whoever needed him.
He also got a chance to work on T4’s
interview with Tony Blair.

“Sometimes I worked until 11pm,”

He had been with At It for overa
year when a former associate
producer with the company told
him that Never Mind The
Buzzcocks was looking for a
researcher. “She thought I’d be
really cool for the job,” says Hood.

Eventually, he would like to
direct live music performances and
run his own production company.
He reckons his initial willingness

to work hard for little or no money

has helped him to thrivein a-
competitive world.

“I'meet runners who begrudge
doing menial tasksfor free,” he says.
“But if you really want to work in
television, you've got to give 100%
and forget that you’re doing
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Starting salary fora newly qualifie
veterinary surgeon .
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After five years

~ After 10 years (net profit as a partner)
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